
 

                             

  December 2015 

 

The 

 

Wednesday Night Adult Studies and Kids in Christ programming will resume on  

Wednesday, January 13.  Look for details on studies in the January Newsletter! 

Mark your calendars for these important dates . . . 
 

December 6 and 13 . . .  Alternative Giving cards available in the courtyard and the atrium  
December 13 . . .   Cantata at 8am and 11am in Morris Hall 
December 13 . . .  All items for the Giving Tree are due back to Garber 
December 20 . . .   4:00pm - Church wide caroling to nursing homes/shut-ins 
December 24 . . . 4:00pm worship Morris Hall (family oriented service) 
   9:00pm worship Morris Hall (candlelight service led by piano) 
   11:00pm worship Sanctuary (candlelight service led by organ) 
December 27  . . . One service, 10:00am in Morris Hall 

 

Please join your Garber Family for our annual 
  

Garber Family Christmas Dinner  
and Kids In Christ Christmas Pageant 

 

Wednesday, December 16th  
 

Dinner @ 5:30 by our FUEL Student Ministries 
*cost of the meal is a donation* 

A special presentation of “The Christmas Star”  
presented @ 6:15 by our Wednesday Night Recharge! children 
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It has been a wonderful fall for FUEL Student Ministries!  We are meeting 

weekly for youth group, Bible study, Thursday morning devotionals, AMX 

Sunday School hour, as well as trips and events.  I am grateful for all the 

adult volunteers who serve as youth workers.  Their commitment to the 

spiritual lives of our youth is essential for our programs to flourish.  In  

October, twenty of us went on a high school retreat to Camp Don Lee.  We 

read and discussed excerpts from the book of Daniel to provide us guidance 

as Christians seeking to live faithfully in a culture that is increasingly   

resistant to Christian faith and values.  It was a weekend full of fun       

participating in various activities, e.g. sailing, canoeing, challenge course, team building, games, four square, 

soccer, tetherball, campfire and s’mores, campfire songs, and of course, Camp Don Lee’s amazing meals.  We 

also attended Arapahoe UMC and had the pleasure of worshiping with their congregation. 
 

Thirty-two of us arrived home on Sunday, November 15th, after a spiritually engaging time at Pilgrimage, the 

annual youth conference for the NC Conference of the UMC.  The praise band was excellent leading us into 

worship at every session.  The speaker, Bob Goff, was inspirational to our faith and also highly entertaining!  

He challenged us to fill our lives with the love of Jesus Christ and to shine God’s love and light into our      

community and world.  It was a marvelous time of fellowship among the youth and youth workers.  The Holy 

Spirit was present among us and drew us into a closer relationship with God. 
 

Another exciting thing about this fall is that Confirmation has started!  It is a privilege to serve the youth in 

this capacity under the direction and teaching of Pastor David.  We have begun to meet on Sunday afternoons. 

In our first six week session, we are exploring what it means to be connected to Jesus as the Vine (John 15), 

and to be an active participant in the story of God’s redemptive work through Christ in our world.  As we    

continue through Confirmation this year, we will also explore the wonderful truths of Christianity grounded in 

our Methodist tradition and what it means to live faithfully to our commitment as Christians.  The rite of   

Confirmation will take place on Pentecost, May 15, 2016. 
 

In writing the confirmands’ parents, Pastor David has emphasized the role of a parent in nurturing his or her 

child’s faith, which I would like to briefly address as it applies to youth ministry in general.  In youth ministry, 

youth workers and I have the privilege of teaching the Christian faith to young people.  We absolutely love it 

and consider it a joy.  However, it is rare for us to be the primary spiritual influences upon a student and 

rightly so.  Parents are given this role by God.  
 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your  

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,   

and when you lie down, and when you rise.  - Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (ESV) 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. – Proverbs 22:6 
 

Research, statistics, and Scripture itself all confirm that a parent is able to be a large influence on his or her 

child with regard to the child’s spiritual development.  I’ve seen time and again how faithful Christian youth 

often have faithful Christian parents.   
 

In FUEL Student Ministries, we seek to co-labor with parents in the spiritual development and formation of 

their children.  A youth ministry is a vital part of a student’s spiritual life because it provides a place for 

Christian fellowship, Bible study, and discipleship.  Our mission is to support and partner with parents by 

providing avenues of spiritual growth within the life of the church.  May God continue to bless our efforts as 

we seek to nurture the faith of our youth, so that they will love the Lord their God and be the light of Christ to 

their community and world. 
 

                                       In Christ, 

 

                              Drew Demarest                          
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The Journey of Life 

We have heard the expression “Life is a Journey”, and often we can immediately relate, but sometimes we 

scratch our heads and wonder what does that mean?  I am not sure I ever thought about my life as a       

journey until I entered into a painful season of grief, and through support groups and Stephen Ministry, I 

was able to grasp the concept of the ‘grief journey’.  It 

is not bound by time or dates or what other people 

think; it beats to the rhythm of its own drum. So my 

life as a Stephen Minister began and continues to be 

a journey. A journey filled with blessed opportunity 

to share other people’s journeys as we climb, descend 

and bridge many emotional and spiritual mountains 

and valleys together.  Stephen Ministry is a blessing 

and one that continues to teach me about life as a 

journey for us all.  

 As I began to grasp my own grief journey, I 

was diagnosed with breast cancer and almost         

immediately began to see it, too, as a journey. One of 

the first steps on this journey was The 3-Day walk, an event designed to raise funding and awareness for 

breast cancer research and education.  Walking 60 miles in 3 days, after countless miles of preparation and 

with thousands of other breast cancer survivors, friends and families, it is truly a physical, emotional and 

spiritual journey; a shared experience that teaches, changes, heals and offers unbelievable blessings. Eleven 

years later, I continue on this journey and have had the privilege of participating in ten 3-Day events, and 

fortunate to have shared this with many members of Garber. So the journey continues! 

 So, if you have considered becoming a Stephen Minister or receiving the love and care of a Stephen 

Minister, I encourage you to consider your life; perhaps your current life’s struggles, as a journey, a journey 

that will be enriched by sharing it with another who understands and will walk with you. Embrace it, take 

one step at a time, and trust our God to lead and guide you on your path to wholeness and a long fulfilling 

journey of love and life. 

Garber Church has without a doubt the BEST congregation ever!  All the love, food, conversations 

and prayers are much appreciated.  Love in Christ, Bill and Wilma Venters 

Matthew’s Minute 
 

During the season of Advent and Christmas, our neighbors, friends, and families are more 

receptive to an invitation to attend worship.  Our Connect Team has printed business 

cards so that our members and friends can reach out to others and invite them to Garber! 

Please begin thinking and praying about who you might invite.  Pick up several cards at the 

Welcome Table in the Courtyard, the Welcome Desk in Morris Hall or with Beth Hicks 

in the church office.  The more intentional we are about inviting others, the more                

opportunity the Holy Spirit has to work and draw others to Christ. 

 

If you are interested in exploring church membership at Garber, we invite you to join us for our next  

ACCESS membership class Wednesdays at 6 p.m.  We will meet on the second floor of the Ministry  

Center.  You may sign up for the class at the Welcome Table in the courtyard or the Welcome Center in the 

foyer of the Ministry Center, call the church office, or email Pastor Matthew Atha at matha@garberumc.com   

The class will meet January 13, 20, and 27 and February 3.  If you have any questions, I will be happy to try 

to answer them! 
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Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 
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Hooray For Our 3rd Graders! 

On Sunday, November 22, our Garber 3rd graders 

were recognized in our services and each received 

their own “NIV Adventure Bible.”  The children 

have been and will continue a special curriculum 

this year that helps them learn the parts of the 

bible, the major stories and characters, and       

enhances their studies with lots of fun games and 

crafts.  From here on out, they will use their new 

bible instead of a classroom copy!  Please include 

these 3rd grade children in your prayers!  Their 

growth and the foundation laid in Sunday School 

is so important at this age.  Thank you for these 

prayers and for your budget donations that enable 

us to purchase these bibles for our 3rd grade  

children each year! 
 

This year’s 3rd grade class: 
 

Ryan Baker  Grayson Taylor 

Carson Billingsley Reid Taylor  

Will Dunham  Hannah VanDyke 

Tyler Hamblin Mitchell Wheelis 

Aidan McConnell Taryn Whited   

Jacob Oglesby Travis Witt 

Ben Onufer   

Mia Rankin    

Matthew Roberts 

Gabriel Sharlow  

Reef Sheldon    

Merry Christmas from the  

Kingswood Kids! 


